7th Grade Summer Reading

Mrs. McMonagle

The unread story is not a story; it is little black marks on wood pulp. The
reader, reading it, makes it live: a live thing, a story.
—Ursula K. Le Guin
Reading should be an exciting and essential part of your summer!
You will be in charge of completing three Historical Fiction novels by the time you return to school.
These novels will challenge you as well as help you understand our 7th grade US History course further. You
will have a test on the a. overall themes, b. major plot points, and c. main characters in these readings during
the second week of school. I encourage you to take notes while you read. See you in September!

1. Sophia’s War by Avi
In 1776, young Sophia Calderwood witnesses the execution of Nathan Hale in New York City,
which is newly occupied by the British army. Sophia is horrified by the event and resolves to do all
she can to help the American cause. Recruited as a spy, she becomes a maid in the home of
General Clinton, the supreme commander of the British forces in America. Through her work she
becomes aware that someone in the American army might be switching sides, and she uncovers
a plot that will grievously damage the Americans if it succeeds. But the identity of the would-be
traitor is so shocking that no one believes her, and so Sophia decides to stop the treacherous plot
herself, at great personal peril: She’s young, she’s a girl, and she’s running out of time. And if she
fails, she’s facing an execution of her own.

2. Soldier’s Heart by Gary Paulson
In June 1861, when the Civil War began, Charley Goddard enlisted in the First Minnesota
Volunteers. He was 15. He didn't know what a "shooting war" meant or what he was fighting for.
But he didn't want to miss out on a great adventure.
The "shooting war" turned out to be the horror of combat and the wild luck of survival; how it feels
to cross a field toward the enemy, waiting for fire. When he entered the service he was a boy.
When he came back he was different; he was only 19, but he was a man with "soldier's heart,"
later known as "battle fatigue."

3. Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes
Fourteen-year-old Johnny Tremain, an apprentice silversmith with a bright future ahead of him,
injures his hand in a tragic accident, forcing him to look for other work. In his new job as a
horse-boy, riding for the patriotic newspaper The Boston Observer and as a messenger for the
Sons of Liberty, he encounters John Hancock, Samuel Adams, and Dr. Joseph Warren. Soon
Johnny is involved in the pivotal events of the American Revolution, from the Boston Tea Party to
the first shots fired at Lexington. Powerful illustrations by artist Michael McCurdy bring this classic
to life.

